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Our Thoughts About Holidays 
The holiday season is upon us—-Rosh Hashanah and Yon Kippur happened in the last couple 
weeks, and Halloween, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, and New Years are all fast 
approaching.  Seems like a good time to share our thoughts about holidays, and how we handle 
them at Kaleidoscope! 
 
Basically, our approach is that we don’t initiate the celebration of holidays, but we fully embrace 
any celebration or traditions that children or families bring in.  For example, while we won’t host 
a Halloween Party, kids are already excited and talking about pumpkins, spooky decorations, 
and costumes.  Picking up on their interests, we have learned about spiders, made bats to hang 
up, and decorated pumpkin cut outs.  We’ve also focused a lot on Fall, and the ways things are 
changing outside—weather, leaves changing, apples ripening, etc.  One family made and 
decorated pumpkin cookies at home, and brought them in to share.  And, as you’ll see below, 
children are invited to wear costumes any day they want to, really, but definitely when they are 
excited about them at Halloween. 
 
We are also thinking about how some holidays (generally, the ones based on Christian tradition, 
like Christmas) are very (overly) represented in the community around us, while others 
(specifically, Jewish holidays or celebrations from other faiths) are not.  Years ago, a little boy 
whose family did not celebrate Christmas was offered yet another Christmas sticker at the 
grocery store, which was very decorated for Christmas, by the well meaning clerk.  He sighed, 
looked at his dad, and said “Christmas again??”  At Kaleidoscope, we don’t want to be part of 
the society that makes some kids and families feel “not seen.”  It’s not our place to decide what 
is celebrated or how, in terms of holidays.  When kids are excited about something, we run with 
it!  But it’s up to families to decide what and how to celebrate—to pass on traditions, and to talk 
about meaning behind the holiday.  If you want to share this with us—we are open!  For 
example, the little boy mentioned above wanted to make a menorah at school, so spent several 
days with cardboard, tape, and paper towel tubes to make one.  Many kids were intrigued, and 
made them too, although they did not celebrate Hanukkah themselves.  Another family brought 
in supplies to make potato latkes with the class one year, and told the story of their significance. 
We’ve often had families bring in cookies or other holiday foods to share.  
 
And while we don’t initiate the celebration of holidays, we do celebrate!!  We celebrate fall and 
snow and birthdays.  We celebrate babies being born and potty training and writing our names. 
We celebrate seasons and colors and rain.  Life is a celebration, and we help kids embrace that.  
 
 
Specific news about HALLOWEEN! 



Two things! 
One, your child is welcome to wear a costume to school on Halloween if they’d like to! 
(Wednesday, Oct 30 for the Preschool Classes, and Thursday, Oct 31 for the Early Preschool 
and Pre-K classes). If it’s not a costume that will be easy to move and play in, they can bring 
regular clothes to change into during the day, too. 
 
Two, we will be participating in the Magnolia Village Trick-or-Treating (on Oct 31, 4:00-6:00). 
We’ll have our table set up on McGraw St, between the Thai Restaurant  
and the Gas Station. Please stop by to say hi, and trick-or-treat! 
 
If you’ve participated in this Magnolia event before, you know there are a LOT of kids, so we’ll 
need a LOT of candy. If you’d like to donate some for us to distribute, please bring it to school 
and leave in in the “put candy here” box. THANKS! 
 
Two more things... 
It’s not too late to sign your child up for the Parents’ Night out, this coming Saturday, 4:00-8:00. 
Here is the link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4fafa92aa1fa7-parents3 
 
And, don’t forget to put the Magnolia Village Art Walk on your calendar!  Saturday, October 26, 
4:00-7:00.  Stop by Kaleidoscope School for refreshments, and to see/purchase the art created 
by the Pre-K Classes, and by our “Guest Artist,” Bill NeSmith (Henry’s grandfather).  Here is a 
link to more info about Bill and his art: 
https://fineartamerica.com/profiles/bill-nesmith 
 
 
AS ALWAYS… 
Questions?  Comments?  Thoughts to share about this info, or anything else? 
Email Mary-Pat at kscopeschool@gmail.com 
Or talk to us at pick up! 
 
Happy Fall!! 
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